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DISCLAIMER AND/OR LEGAL NOTICES:

The information presented in this E-Book represents the views of the
publisher as of the date of publication. The publisher reserves the rights to
alter and update their opinions based on new conditions. This E-Book is
for informational purposes only. The author and the publisher do not
accept any responsibilities for any liabilities resulting from the use of this
information. While every attempt has been made to verify the information
provided here, the author and the publisher cannot assume any
responsibility for errors, inaccuracies or omissions.

Any similarities with people or facts are unintentional. No part of this E-
Book maybe reproduced or transmitted in any form, electronic, or
mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any informational
storage or retrieval system without expressed written, dated and signed
permission from the publisher.

Pursuant to the Federal Trade Commission Guidelines:

MATERIAL CONNECTION DISCLOSURE:

The publisher of this book may be or does have an affiliate relationship
and/or another material connection to the providers of goods and services
mentioned in this book and may be compensated when you purchase from

any of the links contained herein.

You should always perform due diligence before buying goods or services
from anyone via the Internet or “off-line”.

© 2014
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1
INTRODUCTION

Blogging is a wonderful thing that can help you to share your message
with the world. But more than that, it can also be a tool for making money
online — and it can be a great way to build up a strong community of
people that you can then launch other products and services to.

If you regularly read blogs yourself then you’ll already begin to
understand why blogging is such a powerful tool from a business
perspective. A good blog will get readers coming back time and time
again. It will draw them in and be both entertaining and useful at the
same time - and if you can become to the ‘go-to’ blog in your niche then
all sorts of magical things can start to happen. You can make money from
the blog directly (for example by selling advertising space) or you can use
it to drive traffic to other websites (for example your own products/service
or those you are promoting as an affiliate).

The truth is that getting started as a blogger is pretty straightforward,
however there are also a lot of different things to think about.

In this book we are going to show you how to set up your own successful
blog. From choose a niche, through to setting up Wordpress and showing
you how to come up with great ideas for blog content, we've got you
covered.

Ready to get started?

Let’s dive right in...
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WHY START A BLOG?

A successful blog will take time and commitment, but it can be extremely
rewarding and profitable. If you're willing to put in a little work, you might
gain more out of a blog than you expect. Keep reading to find out some of
the reasons you may want to start a blog.

Make Money

Many people make money - whether that’s directly or indirectly. There's a
wide range of earnings, and how much money your blog can bring in will
depend on a number of factors, including how much traffic your site gets
and how you monetize it.

Effective networking, an established following, and high-quality content
will help a blog to generate more money. Some people earn thousands
per month from a single blog, and a nhumber of successful bloggers have
made blogging their full-time career.

Whilst you shouldn’t expect your blog to earn lots of money immediately
(it requires a lot of dedication and hard work to become a successful
blogger), a blog can be monetized in a humber of ways...

You can sell advertising space on your blog to other businesses and
bloggers. You can promote your own products and services on your blog,
and you can promote other people’s products as an affiliate to earn
commission on sales (affiliate marketing). You can also use a blog to build
up an email list, which you can then use as an additional means of
marketing.

Establish Authority

A high-quality blog is an excellent way to establish yourself as an expert
with authority in your field. This is especially important if you run a
business or are a professional looking for more clients.

A blog helps to give your name more recognition, and it can help you to
find more customers and connections. Every time someone does an online
search for a topic you've written about, they might find your blog. In turn,
they might end up purchasing your services.
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Writing high-quality content also shows that you are knowledgeable and
confident about the subject you're writing about. A well-read blog can
place you at the top of your field.

Develop Valuable Skills

Blogging can also help you to develop valuable skills. The first (and most
obvious) is writing. Even if you don’t think of yourself as a great writer,
blogging can help you to build your writing skills. The more you blog, the
more you’ll find yourself able to organize your thoughts and develop an
engaging story. Being able to write well will come in handy in many ways,
from sending emails, to project proposals, to holiday greeting cards. You
will almost definitely find yourself benefiting from writing skills in both
your professional and personal life.

Writing a blog will also help you to become a better communicator in
general, expressing yourself more effectively orally in addition to in
writing. You’ll also likely find yourself becoming more organized and
observant in everyday life. All of these skills can help you in a number of
ways.

Why Not?

Apart from the time you put into it, there are really no downsides to
starting a blog. With blogging platforms such as Wordpress, you can start
a blog for absolutely no cost. This means that even if your blog doesn’t
end up making money or bringing in new customers, you haven't lost
anything. Instead of asking yourself why you should start a blog, perhaps
you should start asking yourself, "Why not?”
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3
HOW TO CHOOSE A NICHE FOR YOUR BLOG

When you first start blogging, you’ll hear a lot about choosing a niche.
Your niche encompasses both the subject of your blog and the target
audience who will be reading it.

Choosing the right niche will help make writing your blog both enjoyable
and profitable, but the question remains: how do you choose the right
niche?

There’s no one formula for finding the perfect niche, but the following
guidelines will help you to pick a strong niche for successful blogging.

Pick a Subject You Care About

Choosing a subject that you're passionate about is certainly an important
consideration when choosing a niche. If you want to have a successful
blog, you're going to be writing regularly (at least once a week) for a long
time. Your content will become dry and boring very quickly if you're not
personally interested in your topic. Your readers will absolutely notice if
you are not excited about your topic.

Of course, there will be days when writing a blog post isn’t your favorite
activity, but overall, your blog needs to give off a sense of expertise and
enthusiasm. The more you know and care about a subject, the better you
can write about it, and the more readers will want to read your content.
Choosing a niche you're passionate about will also help to motivate you
and keep you writing in the long term.

Choose a Profitable Niche

If you want to make money from your blog, you also need to choose a
niche that has some potential for profit. This means deciding on a niche
that a substantial number of people are also interested in. One way you
can figure this out is by using a keyword analysis tool, such as Google
AdWords Keyword Planner or Copyblogger’s Keyword Research. Try
entering in keywords related to your subject and see how many searches
people are doing for those terms. You want to choose something that’s
getting at least a few hundred monthly searches to ensure that some
traffic comes to your site.
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To choose a profitable niche, you'll also want to consider the potential for
advertising. In order to effectively monetize your blog, you’ll need to find
advertisers who want to reach your target audience. Off of the top of your
head, can you think of at least 3 companies who might be interested in
advertising on posts about your niche topic? If not, you might not have
much potential for advertising revenue, and you might need to come up
with a different niche.

Choose a Niche of the Right Size

One of the trickiest things about choosing a niche for your blog is picking
something that’s the right size. If you choose something too general, you
risk being lost in a sea of search results. If you choose something too
specific, your target audience may be too small.

When you’re coming up with an idea, try creating a list of variants of the
same niches, ranging from the most general to the most specific. Then
you'll want to pick something around the middle. Niches such as “Travel”
and “Business Marketing” are likely too broad. You'll be competing with
thousands of other websites with the same keywords, and you’ll miss out
on readers who are looking for something more specific. "Budget
Backpacking” and “"Marketing for Landscaping Businesses” are more
specific but still have significant target audiences.

With a more specific niche, you’ll have less competition and are more
likely to draw in readers who are looking for more targeted information.
Just be careful not to go too narrow, as you’'ll potentially be writing
hundreds of posts on this topic.

Remember that you can tweak your niche a bit as you build your blog. If
you start with too wide of a focus, you can decide to make it more specific
and write posts within a smaller area of interest. Conversely, if you realize
your niche is too small, you can add a variety of posts to broaden your
subject. This is easiest to do if you choose a niche to start with that has a
bit of flexibility for expansion or contraction.

If you do your research and choose something that you're passionate
about, your niche is likely to help make your blog successful.
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post, it can help to have someone else read it. If you're truly tired of
looking at your post, take a break and come back to it later with fresh
eyes.

3. Not Promoting Your Blog

Many new bloggers find themselves disappointed when their blog fails to
draw in traffic, even if they have high-quality content.

The trick is to spend time promoting your blog regularly. Without
promotion, a new blog will have trouble finding readers. Basic promotion
includes posting links to new blog posts on all your social media accounts.

You can also help draw in new readers by building up a presence in
blogging communities. Don’t just spam comments sections with links to
your blog. Make meaningful contributions, and people will want to find out
who you are.

4. Not Giving People an Easy Way to Subscribe

You want your blog to have regular readers, so you need to give visitors
an easy way to subscribe to your blog posts. You should include a sign-up
space on every single page of your blog. That means it should be on your
homepage and at the bottom of every post you write. That way, when
someone likes a post your write, they can immediately sign up to receive
more of your content. If readers have to search for a signup, you're going
to lose out on loyal readers.

5. Posting Irregularly

Posting regularly is one of the best ways to maintain contact with your
readers and keep them engaged with your blog. It will also help you to
generate more revenue from ads.

It can be tricky to stick to a schedule at first, but you’ll get used to it as
you go. There’s no single perfect schedule, but you should probably be
posting at least once a week.

When you start your blog, decide on a schedule, work time for writing into
your daily schedule, and then stick to it. If you post a day late every once
in a while, the world won’t end, but abandoning your blog for a couple of
weeks at a time can make you lose any momentum you were gaining.

If you don’t think you’ll be able to post for a while, write a few posts at
once and then schedule them to be published automatically. This will help
your blog to gain a solid foundation of readers who look forward to
reading your posts.
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10
GENERATING TRAFFIC TO YOUR BLOG

Every blog needs a constant flow of daily visitors. After all, there is no
point in having a great blog if nobody ever reads it!

As your blog becomes established then you should find that you don't
need to spend so much time on generating traffic to it. If you can
establish your blog as a constantly updated source of great information
then people will keep coming back to your blog time and time again. You'll
establish a loyal readership and the word will start to spread within your
niche.

It takes time and effort to get your blog into this position, though. No
matter how good your blog is, you need to “get the word out there” and
put your blog in front of the world.

SEO

Search Engine Optimization (SEO) is the process of optimizing your blog
so that it ranks better in search engine results. If you can rank highly for
keywords that are related to your niche then there is the potential for a lot
of people to come across your blog.

Although SEO is a complex subject that incorporates many different
techniques and strategies, the main thing to think about is posting great
content that also includes relevant keywords that are related to your
niche. Considering targeting one main keyword per blog post.

It is also worth looking at the ‘All In One SEO Pack’ plugin that is available
for Wordpress. This plugin automatically optimizes your blog for SEO, as
well as allowing you to fine tune and optimize your blog further still.

Blog Commenting

One of the best ways of driving traffic to your blog is to find other blogs in
your niche and then leave comments on their posts. Readers of these
blogs will see your comments and be quite likely to check out your blog.

It is worth noting that this strategy only works if you leave valuable
comments. Visiting fifty related blogs and leaving comments such as
“Great post, I really enjoyed it” is NOT a good strategy to take. Instead
you should take the time to read the post and leave a comment that
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shows people your knowledge of the subject. Leave your own personal
thoughts. Add your own opinion. Show people that you have something to
offer and that they should come across and read your blog too.

Forum Posting

Following on from blog commenting, forum posting works in a similar way.
By participating in forums in your niche you can put your blog in front of
your target audience. People come across your posts and then go to check
out your blog using your forum signature link.

The focus here should again be on making valuable posts and showing
people that you are an expert in your field. By regularly posting you can
start to build relationships with these people and turn them into regular
readers of your blog.

Advertise On Other Blogs

If you're prepared to spend some money then a good option can be to
advertise on other blogs. Alternatively you could agree a joint venture
deal with the other blog owner - for example an adswap, where you
advertise their site on your blog and they return the favor.

Tell Your Existing Customers

If you already have existing customers and contacts who might be
interested in reading your blog then make sure that you let them know
about it. You could include your blog URL on your business cards, for
example, or at the bottom of every email you send.

Social Media

Social media can be a fantastic source of traffic, although that’s a whole
book in itself! If you have a Facebook page, Twitter account, Google+
page etc, then share every new blog post with your followers. A tool such
as Hootsuite can be very helpful in helping you to manage your social
media accounts.
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CONCLUSION

As we have discussed, blogging can be hugely fun AND profitable. It can
be a great way of making money online in itself, as well as providing a
fantastic platform to help you promote your other products or services.
You can also use your blog to establish yourself as an authority source in
your niche, which can really help you to spread your message and
ultimately enable you to make more money in your business.

What are the secrets to success?

Content is at the heart of any blog, so that’s a good place to begin. It is
absolutely imperative to make regular posts that your target audience will
enjoy. It is important to ensure that your posts contain useful information,
whilst also being fun to read - and you definitely shouldn’t underestimate
the importance of the latter. People also read blogs for entertainment, and
you would be amazed at the difference that injecting a bit of humor into
your posts can make.

In addition, it is important to remember that you can’t just build your blog
and ‘hope they will come.’ It is absolutely essential to spread the word
about your blog to as many people as possible, so it's definitely worth
spending some time to give serious thought about how you are going to
promote your blog and make it known to people in your niche.

I hope that you enjoyed this report and that you found it useful. The best
thing to do now is to just get started. Blogging definitely DOES have a
learning curve, however it’'s really not that scary and you’ll learn as you
go.

Happy blogging!
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